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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-635
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Brown, Carter, Holt and Redman
Date of Introduction: September 9, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCDPHS 
Date of Analysis: September 11, 2014
Type of Action: Authorizing facility use agreement; appropriation; Ordinance Code waiver; designating oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes execution of a license agreement between the City and Sunshine Soccer Group, LLC for the Jacksonville Armada soccer team to utilize the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville as its home field. It appropriates $1 million from an as-yet undetermined source to make “initial improvements” to the Baseball Grounds field ($300,000 for the purchase of field conversion equipment, retrofit of the Baseball Grounds field to make the pitcher’s mound removable or retractable, and purchase of advertising structures and camera stalls), and to the cost of converting the field back and forth from baseball to soccer configuration during the 2015 season ($700,000). It waives application fees for special events permits for the team’s events outside the Baseball Grounds before and after games and designates the Office of Sports and Entertainment as the City’s oversight agency for the contract.
Background Information: The Jacksonville Armada is an expansion team in the North American Soccer League and will begin play in the spring of 2015. After considering several alternatives for a temporary home field until a soccer-specific stadium can be constructed, Sunshine Soccer Group selected the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville and negotiated a lease agreement with the City and SMG. The lease is for a term of 38 months from November 1, 2014 through December 31, 2017, with options for 5 additional 1-year renewals. The rental fee is on a sliding scale based on the number of tickets sold - $1 per ticket for sales of 1 to 4,999 tickets, $2 per ticket for tickets in excess of 5,000, up to a cap of $10,000 per game, plus a $0.50 City ticket surcharge on all tickets sold. The agreement provides that the Armada may, at its discretion, distribute 20,000 complimentary tickets during each season which do not count toward the rent calculation of tickets sold, but on which the $0.50 surcharge is still payable by the team. The agreement provides that the Armada is entitled to 100% of concession, merchandise sales and field naming rights revenues and to 100% of parking revenues, except when multiple events occur simultaneously in the Sports Complex, in which case the team and the City split the parking revenue based on proportional usage of the lots. The City is responsible under the terms of the agreement to pay stadium utility costs (electricity, water, air conditioning, telephone and Internet, etc.) and to clean the stadium before each game; the team pays the City for all other game day operational expenses (ushers, ticket takers, security, operations etc.).
Policy Impact Area: Economic development
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $1 million toward field conversion costs.
Analyst: Clements
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